
 
 

“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. These 
windows are also sliding glass doors, and readers have only to walk through in imagination to become part of 
whatever world has been created and recreated by the author. But if the light is right, the window becomes a mirror. 
Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection, we can see our own lives and 
experiences as part of the larger human experience.” 

- Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop 
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Aru Shah and the End of Time (Pandava #1) 
By Roshani Chokshi 
Recommended Age: 8 to 12 years 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Twelve-year-old Aru Shah has a tendency to stretch the truth in order to fit in at school. 
While her classmates are jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she'll be spending 
her autumn break at home, in the Museum of Ancient Indian Art and Culture, waiting for 
her mom to return from her latest archeological trip. Is it any wonder that Aru makes up 
stories about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and having a chauffeur? 
 
One day, three schoolmates show up at Aru's doorstep to catch her in a lie. They don't 
believe her claim that the museum's Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare Aru to prove 
it. Just a quick light, Aru thinks. Then she can get herself out of this mess and never ever fib 
again. 
 
But lighting the lamp has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an ancient 
demon whose duty it is to awaken the God of Destruction. Her classmates and beloved 
mother are frozen in time, and it's up to Aru to save them. 
 
The only way to stop the demon is to find the reincarnations of the five legendary Pandava 
brothers, protagonists of the Hindu epic poem, the Mahabharata, and journey through the 
Kingdom of Death. But how is one girl in Spider-Man pajamas supposed to do all that? 

 

 

Bilal Cooks Daal 
By Aisha Saeed, Illustrated by Anoosha Syed 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
Six-year-old Bilal introduces his friends to his favorite dish—daal!—in this charming picture 
book that showcases the value of patience, teamwork, community, and sharing. 
 
Six-year-old Bilal is excited to help his dad make his favorite food of all-time: daal! The slow-
cooked lentil dish from South Asia requires lots of ingredients and a whole lot of waiting. 
Bilal wants to introduce his friends to daal. They’ve never tried it! As the day goes on, the 
daal continues to simmer, and more kids join Bilal and his family, waiting to try the tasty 
dish. And as time passes, Bilal begins to wonder: Will his friends like it as much as he does? 
 



 

A Different Pond 
By Bao Phi, Illustrated by Thi Bui 
Recommended Age: Kindergarten to 4th grade 
Picture Book 
 
A 2018 Caldecott Honor Book that Kirkus Reviews calls "a must-read for our times," A 
Different Pond is an unforgettable story about a simple event - a long-ago fishing trip. 
Graphic novelist Thi Bui and acclaimed poet Bao Phi deliver a powerful, honest glimpse into 
a relationship between father and son - and between cultures, old and new. As a young 
boy, Bao and his father awoke early, hours before his father's long workday began, to fish 
on the shores of a small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many other anglers, Bao and his father 
fished for food, not recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family. Between hope-filled 
casts, Bao's father told him about a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. 

 

 

Eyes That Kiss in the Corners 
By Joanna Ho, Illustrated by Dung Ho 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
A young Asian girl notices that her eyes look different from her peers'. They have big, round 
eyes and long lashes. She realizes that her eyes are like her mother’s, her grandmother's, 
and her little sister's. They have eyes that kiss in the corners and glow like warm tea, crinkle 
into crescent moons, and are filled with stories of the past and hope for the future. 
 
Drawing from the strength of these powerful women in her life, she recognizes her own 
beauty and discovers a path to self-love and empowerment. This powerful, poetic picture 
book will resonate with readers of all ages. 
 

 

Front Desk 
By Kelly Yang 
Recommended Age: 9 to 13 years 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. 
 
Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents 
clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends 
to its guests. 
 
Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out 
they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed. 
 
Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks she should 
stick to math because English is not her first language? 
 
It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will she 
be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for 
her dreams? 

 



 

Inside Out and Back Again 
By Thanhhà Lại 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel in Verse 
 
Inspired by the author's childhood experience as a refugee—fleeing Vietnam after the Fall 
of Saigon and immigrating to Alabama—this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has 
been celebrated for its touching child's-eye view of family and immigration. 
 
Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the 
warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and 
her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope—
toward America. 
 

 

Measuring Up 
By Lily LaMotte, Illustrated by Ann Xu 
Recommended Age: 8 to 12 years 
Graphic Novel 
 
Twelve-year-old Cici has just moved from Taiwan to Seattle, and the only thing she wants 
more than to fit in at her new school is to celebrate her grandmother, A-má’s, seventieth 
birthday together. 
 
Since she can’t go to A-má, Cici cooks up a plan to bring A-má to her by winning the grand 
prize in a kids’ cooking contest to pay for A-má’s plane ticket! There’s just one problem: Cici 
only knows how to cook Taiwanese food. 
 
And after her pickled cucumber debacle at lunch, she’s determined to channel her inner 
Julia Child. Can Cici find a winning recipe to reunite with A-má, a way to fit in with her new 
friends, and somehow find herself too? 

 

 

Ohana Means Family 
By Ilima Loomis, Illustrated by Kenard Pak 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
Join the family, or ohana, as they farm taro for poi to prepare for a traditional luau 
celebration with a poetic text in the style of The House That Jack Built. 
  
"This is the land that's never been sold, where work the hands, so wise and old, that reach 
through the water, clear and cold, into the mud to pick the taro to make the poi for our 
ohana's luau." 
 
Acclaimed illustrator and animator Kenard Pak's light-filled, dramatic illustrations pair 
exquisitely with Ilima Loomis' text to celebrate Hawaiian land and culture. 
 
The backmatter includes a glossary of Hawaiian terms used, as well as an author's note. 

 



 

Other Words for Home 
By Jasmine Warga 
Recommended Age: 8 to 12 years 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the 
way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, 
Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. 
 
At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude 
has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new 
label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known before. 
 
But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, 
and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where 
Jude can be seen as she really is. 
 
This lyrical, life-affirming story is about losing and finding home and, most importantly, 
finding yourself. 
 

 

A Single Shard 
By Linda Sue Park 
Recommended Age: 5th to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
The Newbery Medal-winning tale of an orphan boy whose dream of becoming a master 
potter leads to unforeseen adventure in ancient Korea. 
 
Tree-ear is an orphan boy in a 12th-century Korean village renowned for its ceramics. When 
he accidentally breaks a delicate piece of pottery, he volunteers to work to pay for the 
damage. Putting aside his own dreams, Tree-ear resolves to serve the master potter by 
embarking on a difficult and dangerous journey, little knowing that it will change his life 
forever. 

 

 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 
By Grace Lin 
Recommended Age: 7 to 10 years 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
In the valley of Fruitless mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle hut with 
her parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the Jade Dragon 
and the Old Man on the Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's questions. Inspired by 
these stories, Minli sets off on an extraordinary journey to find the Old Man on the Moon to 
ask him how she can change her family's fortune. She encounters an assorted cast of 
characters and magical creatures along the way, including a dragon who accompanies her 
on her quest for the ultimate answer. 
 
Grace Lin, author of the beloved Year of the Dog and Year of the Rat returns with a 
wondrous story of adventure, faith, and friendship. A fantasy crossed with Chinese folklore, 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon is a timeless story reminiscent of The Wizard of Oz 
and Kelly Barnhill's The Girl Who Drank the Moon. Her beautiful illustrations, printed in full-
color, accompany the text throughout. Once again, she has created a charming, engaging 
book for young readers. 
 
 
 
 



Other Books to Enjoy 
 

 

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ 
Soccer Team 
By Christina Soontornvat 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Non-Fiction 
 
A unique account of the amazing Thai cave rescue told in a heart-racing, you-are-there style 
that blends suspense, science, and cultural insight. 
 
On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their coach 
enter a cave in northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But when they turn to 
leave, rising floodwaters block their path out. The boys are trapped! Before long, news of 
the missing team spreads, launching a seventeen-day rescue operation involving thousands 
of rescuers from around the globe. As the world sits vigil, people begin to wonder: how long 
can a group of ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no food or clean water? 
Luckily, the Wild Boars are a very extraordinary "ordinary" group. Combining firsthand 
interviews of rescue workers with in-depth science and details of the region's culture and 
religion, author Christina Soontornvat—who was visiting family in Northern Thailand when 
the Wild Boars went missing—masterfully shows how both the complex engineering 
operation above ground and the mental struggles of the thirteen young people below 
proved critical in the life-or-death mission. Meticulously researched and generously 
illustrated with photographs, this page-turner includes an author’s note describing her 
experience meeting the team, detailed source notes, and a bibliography to fully immerse 
readers in the most ambitious cave rescue in history. 

 

 

Alma and How She Got Her Name 
Written and Illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
What’s in a name? For one little girl, her very long name tells the vibrant story of where she 
came from — and who she may one day be. 
 
If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura Candela has way too many names: six! How 
did such a small person wind up with such a large name? Alma turns to Daddy for an 
answer and learns of Sofia, the grandmother who loved books and flowers; Esperanza, the 
great-grandmother who longed to travel; José, the grandfather who was an artist; and 
other namesakes, too. As she hears the story of her name, Alma starts to think it might be a 
perfect fit after all — and realizes that she will one day have her own story to tell. In her 
author-illustrator debut, Juana Martinez-Neal opens a treasure box of discovery for children 
who may be curious about their own origin stories or names. 

 

 

Ancestor Approved: Intertribal Stories for Kids 
Edited by Cynthia Leitich Smith 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Anthology of Stories and Poems 
 
Native families from Nations across the continent gather at the Dance for Mother Earth 
Powwow in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 
In a high school gym full of color and song, people dance, sell beadwork and books, and 
celebrate friendship and heritage. Young protagonists will meet relatives from faraway, 
mysterious strangers, and sometimes one another (plus one scrappy rez dog). They are the 
heroes of their own stories. 



 

 

The Cat Man of Aleppo 
By Irene Latham & Karim Shamsi-Basha, Illustrated by Yuko Shimizu 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Non-Fiction Picture Book 
 
Aleppo's city center no longer echoes with the rich, exciting sounds of copper-pot pounding 
and traditional sword sharpening. His neighborhood is empty--except for the many cats left 
behind. 
 
Alaa loves Aleppo, but when war comes his neighbors flee to safety, leaving their many pets 
behind. Alaa decides to stay--he can make a difference by driving an ambulance, carrying 
the sick and wounded to safety. One day he hears hungry cats calling out to him on his way 
home. They are lonely and scared, just like him. He feeds and pets them to let them know 
they are loved. The next day more cats come, and then even more! There are too many for 
Alaa to take care of on his own. Alaa has a big heart, but he will need help from others if he 
wants to keep all of his new friends safe. 

 

 

Craftily Ever After: The Un-Friendship Bracelet 
By Martha Maker, Illustrated by Xindi Yan 
Recommended Age: Kindergarten to 4th grade 
Chapter Book 
 
Emily Adams, Maddie Wilson, Bella Diaz, and Sam Sharma are eight-year-olds with one 
special thing in common: they love to create. They each have unique talents, too! Emily is 
great at constructing and building; Maddie has an eye for fashion, fabrics, and sewing; Bella 
is a gadget whiz; and Sam is a gifted artist. Together, these four crafty friends dream up 
new projects to design, build, and create and through their experiences, they’ll learn how 
to handle various obstacles at school and in their everyday eight-year-old lives. 
 
In the first Craftily Ever After book, best friends Emily and Maddie are so close that they 
spend most of their free time together, and wear matching friendship bracelets, too! One 
day, a new student named Bella Diaz shows up at Mason Creek Elementary. Maddie 
immediately befriends her, discovering that she too is really crafty. As Maddie and Bella 
spend more time together, Emily finds herself spending more time alone…until she realizes 
that the boy who’s been sitting next to her in class this whole time loves to draw and create 
just like she does. When Emily’s friendship bracelet falls off and Maddie doesn’t even 
notice, Emily begins to think that maybe it was an un-friendship bracelet after all. 
 

 

The Crossover 
By Kwame Alexander 
Recommended Age: 5th to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel in Verse 
 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop 
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh 
Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this 
fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh 
and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the 
rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer 
for the entire family. 

 
  



 

Digging for Words: José Alberto Gutiérrez and the Library He 
Built 
By Angela Burke Kunkel, Illustrated by Paola Escobar 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Non-Fiction Picture Book 
 
A gorgeous and inspiring picture book based on the life of José Alberto Gutiérrez, a garbage 
collector in Bogotá, Colombia who started a library with a single discarded book found on 
his route. 
 
In the city of Bogota, in the barrio of La Nueva Gloria, there live two Josés. One is a boy who 
dreams of Saturdays -- that's the day he gets to visit Paradise, the library. The second José is 
a garbage collector. From dusk until dawn, he scans the sidewalks as he drives, squinting in 
the dim light, searching household trash for hidden treasure... books! Some are stacked in 
neat piles, as if waiting for José. Others take a bit more digging. Ever since he found his first 
book, Anna Karenina, years earlier, he's been collecting books--thick ones and thin ones, 
worn ones and almost new ones-- to add to the collection in his home. And on Saturdays, 
kids like little José run to the steps of Paradise to discover a world filled with books and 
wonder. 

 

 

El Deafo 
By Cece Bell 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Graphic Novel 
 
Starting at a new school is scary, especially with a giant hearing aid strapped to your chest! 
At her old school, everyone in Cece’s class was deaf. Here, she’s different. She’s sure the 
kids are staring at the Phonic Ear, the powerful aid that will help her hear her teacher. Too 
bad it also seems certain to repel potential friends. 
  
Then Cece makes a startling discovery. With the Phonic Ear she can hear her teacher not 
just in the classroom but anywhere her teacher is in the school—in the hallway . . . in the 
teacher’s lounge . . . in the bathroom! This is power. Maybe even superpower! Cece is on 
her way to becoming El Deafo, Listener for All. But the funny thing about being a superhero 
is that it’s just another way of feeling different . . . and lonely. Can Cece channel her powers 
into finding the thing she wants most, a true friend? 

 

 

From the Desk of Zoe Washington 
By Janae Marks 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Zoe Washington isn’t sure what to write. What does a girl say to the father she’s never met, 
hadn’t heard from until his letter arrived on her twelfth birthday, and who’s been in prison 
for a terrible crime? 
 
A crime he says he never committed. 
 
Could Marcus really be innocent? Zoe is determined to uncover the truth. Even if it means 
hiding his letters and her investigation from the rest of her family. Everyone else thinks 
Zoe’s worrying about doing a good job at her bakery internship and proving to her parents 
that she’s worthy of auditioning for Food Network’s Kids Bake Challenge. 
 
But with bakery confections on one part of her mind, and Marcus’s conviction weighing 
heavily on the other, this is one recipe Zoe doesn’t know how to balance. The only thing she 
knows to be true: Everyone lies. 



 

 

Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story 
By Kevin Noble Maillard, Illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal 
Recommended Age: PreK to 1st grade 
Picture Book 
 
Told in lively and powerful verse by debut author Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is an 
evocative depiction of a modern Native American family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura 
Belpre Award winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-Neal. 
 
Fry bread is food. 
It is warm and delicious, piled high on a plate. 
 
Fry bread is time. 
It brings families together for meals and new memories. 
 
Fry bread is nation. 
It is shared by many, from coast to coast and beyond. 
 
Fry bread is us. 
It is a celebration of old and new, traditional and modern, similarity and difference. 
 

 

George 

By Alex Gino 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
George joins the Scholastic Gold line, which features award-winning and beloved novels. 
Includes exclusive bonus content! When people look at George, they think they see a boy. 
But she knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks she'll have to keep this 
a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's 
Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't 
even try out for the part . . . because she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, 
George comes up with a plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know 
who she is, once and for all. 
 

 

Hereville: How Mirka Caught a Fish 
By Barry Deutsch 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Graphic Novel 

 
Welcome back to Hereville, where Mirka, the world’s first time-traveling, monster-fighting 
Orthodox Jewish girl, faces her greatest challenge yet: babysitting! Mirka just wants to find 
new adventures, but instead she’s stuck babysitting her disapproving little sister, Layele. 
When Mirka pushes her sister into a stream, they both get in too deep with an angry magic 
fish. No matter how hard Mirka fights this fish-out-of-water, it gets stronger and stronger—
and it’s out for revenge. Mirka is in over her head, and this time, her whole family is on the 
line! When the fish kidnaps Layele, Mirka must find a way to save her little sister, and the 
clues she needs are hidden in her stepmother Fruma’s past. Mixing adventure, cultural 
traditions, squabbling siblings, and preteen commotion, Hereville: How Mirka Caught a Fish 
is sure to captivate readers with its exciting visuals and indomitable heroine. 

 



 

In My Mosque 
By M. O. Yuksel, Illustrated by Hatem Aly 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
No matter who you are or where you’re from, everyone is welcome here. From 
grandmothers reading lines of the Qur’an and the imam telling stories of living as one, to 
meeting new friends and learning to help others, mosques are centers for friendship, 
community, and love. 
 
M. O. Yuksel’s beautiful text celebrates the joys and traditions found in every mosque 
around the world and is brought to life with stunning artwork by New York Times 
bestselling illustrator Hatem Aly (Yasmin series, The Proudest Blue, The Inquisitor’s Tale). 
The book also includes backmatter with an author’s note, a glossary, and more information 
about many historical and significant mosques around the world. 

 

 

Julián Is a Mermaid 
Written and Illustrated by Jessica Love 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
While riding the subway home from the pool with his abuela one day, Julián notices three 
women spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant hues, their dresses end in 
fishtails, and their joy fills the train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of the magic 
he’s seen, all he can think about is dressing up just like the ladies in his own fabulous 
mermaid costume: a butter-yellow curtain for his tail, the fronds of a potted fern for his 
headdress. But what will Abuela think about the mess he makes — and even more 
importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees himself? Mesmerizing and full of 
heart, Jessica Love’s author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love and a radiant 
celebration of individuality. 

 

 

Just Ask!: Be Different, Be Brave, Be You 
By Sonia Sotomayor, Illustrated by Rafael López 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the same way that different types 
of plants and flowers make a garden more beautiful and enjoyable, different types of 
people make our world more vibrant and wonderful. 
 
In Just Ask, United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor celebrates the different 
abilities kids (and people of all ages) have. Using her own experience as a child who was 
diagnosed with diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about children with all sorts of 
challenges--and looks at the special powers those kids have as well. As the kids work 
together to build a community garden, asking questions of each other along the way, this 
book encourages readers to do the same: When we come across someone who is different 
from us but we're not sure why, all we have to do is Just Ask. 

 



 

Last Stop on Market Street 
By Matt de la Peña, Illustrated by Christian Robinson 
Recommended Age: Kindergarten to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma ride the bus across town. But today, CJ 
wonders why they don’t own a car like his friend Colby. Why doesn’t he have an iPod like 
the boys on the bus? How come they always have to get off in the dirty part of town? Each 
question is met with an encouraging answer from grandma, who helps him see the 
beauty—and fun—in their routine and the world around them. 
 
This energetic ride through a bustling city highlights the wonderful perspective only 
grandparent and grandchild can share, and comes to life through Matt de la Peña’s vibrant 
text and Christian Robinson’s radiant illustrations. 

 

 

Meet Yasmin! 
By Saadia Faruqi, Illustrated by Hatem Aly 
Recommended Age: Kindergarten to 2nd grade 
Chapter Book 
 
Meet Yasmin! Yasmin is a spirited second-grader who's always on the lookout for those 
"aha" moments to help her solve life's little problems. Taking inspiration from her 
surroundings and her big imagination, she boldly faces any situation, assuming her 
imagination doesn't get too big, of course! A creative thinker and curious explorer, Yasmin 
and her multi-generational Pakistani American family will delight and inspire readers. 

 

 

Merci Suárez Changes Gears 
By Meg Medina 
Recommended Age: 4th to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Merci Suárez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how 
different. For starters, as strong and thoughtful as Merci is, she has never been completely 
like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her older brother, Roli, 
are scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have to do 
extra community service to make up for their free tuition. So when bossy Edna Santos sets 
her sights on the new boy who happens to be Merci’s school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, 
Merci becomes the target of Edna’s jealousy. Things aren't going well at home, either: 
Merci’s grandfather and most trusted ally, Lolo, has been acting strangely lately — 
forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and getting angry over nothing. And Merci 
is left to her own worries, because no one in her family will tell her what's going on. Winner 
of the 2019 Newbery Medal, this coming-of-age tale by New York Times best-selling author 
Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and constant change that defines middle 
school — and the steadfast connection that defines family. 
 

  



 

Mixed: A Colorful Story 
Written and Illustrated by Arree Chung 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Picture Book 
 
In the beginning, there were three colors . . . 
 
Reds,  
Yellows, 
and Blues. 
 
All special in their own ways, all living in harmony―until one day, a Red says "Reds are the 
best!" and starts a color kerfuffle. When the colors decide to separate, is there anything 
that can change their minds? 
 
A Yellow, a Blue, and a never-before-seen color might just save the day in this inspiring 
book about color, tolerance, and embracing differences. 

 

 

My Shadow Is Pink 
Written and Illustrated by Scott Stuart 
Recommended Age: Kindergarten to 2nd grade 
Picture Book 
 
My Shadow Is Pink is a beautifully written rhyming story that touches on the subjects of 
gender identity, self acceptance, equality and diversity. Inspired by the author’s own little 
boy,  the main character likes princesses, fairies and things "not for boys." He soon learns 
(through the support of his dad) that everyone has a shadow that they sometimes feel they 
need to hide. This is an important book for a new generation of children (and adults alike) 
which exemplifies the concepts of unconditional love, respect and positive parenting. 
 

 

The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read 
By Rita Lorraine Hubbard, Illustrated by Oge Mora 
Recommended Age: PreK to 3rd grade 
Non-Fiction Picture Book 
 
Imagine learning to read at the age of 116! Discover the true story of Mary Walker, the 
nation's oldest student who did just that, in this picture book from a Caldecott Honor-
winning illustrator and a rising star author. 
 
In 1848, Mary Walker was born into slavery. At age 15, she was freed, and by age 20, she 
was married and had her first child. By age 68, she had worked numerous jobs, including 
cooking, cleaning, babysitting, and selling sandwiches to raise money for her church. At 
114, she was the last remaining member of her family. And at 116, she learned to read. 
From Rita Lorraine Hubbard and rising star Oge More comes the inspirational story of Mary 
Walker, a woman whose long life spanned from the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement, 
and who--with perseverance and dedication--proved that you're never too old to learn. 

 



 

Roll with It 
By Jamie Sumner 
Recommended Age: 5th to 6th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
Ellie’s a girl who tells it like it is. That surprises some people, who see a kid in a wheelchair 
and think she’s going to be all sunshine and cuddles. The thing is, Ellie has big dreams: She 
might be eating Stouffer’s for dinner, but one day she’s going to be a professional baker. If 
she’s not writing fan letters to her favorite celebrity chefs, she’s practicing recipes on her 
well-meaning, if overworked, mother. 
 
But when Ellie and her mom move so they can help take care of her ailing grandpa, Ellie has 
to start all over again in a new town at a new school. Except she’s not just the new kid—
she’s the new kid in the wheelchair who lives in the trailer park on the wrong side of town. 
It all feels like one challenge too many, until Ellie starts to make her first-ever friends. Now 
she just has to convince her mom that this town might just be the best thing that ever 
happened to them! 
 

 

Sadiq and the Desert Star 
By Siman Nuurali, Illustrated by Anjan Sarkar 
Recommended Age: 1st to 3rd grade 
Chapter Book 
 
When Sadiq's father leaves on a business trip, he worries he'll miss his baba too much. But 
Baba has a story for Sadiq: the story of the Desert Star. Learning about Baba's passion for 
the stars sparks Sadiq's interest in outer space. But can Sadiq find others who are willing to 
help him start the space club of his dreams? 
 
 

 

The Sea in Winter 
By Christine Day 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Middle Grade Novel 
 
It’s been a hard year for Maisie Cannon, ever since she hurt her leg and could not keep up 
with her ballet training and auditions. 
 
Her blended family is loving and supportive, but Maisie knows that they just can’t 
understand how hopeless she feels. With everything she’s dealing with, Maisie is not 
excited for their family midwinter road trip along the coast, near the Makah community 
where her mother grew up. 
 
But soon, Maisie’s anxieties and dark moods start to hurt as much as the pain in her knee. 
How can she keep pretending to be strong when on the inside she feels as roiling and cold 
as the ocean? 

 



 

The Trouble with Good Ideas 
By Amanda Panitch 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 4th grade 
Middle Grade Novel  
 
Twelve-year old Leah Nevins is NOT a fan of change. 
 
So when her parents start whispering about sending her beloved Jewish great-grandpa 
Zaide to an assisted living facility (hospital jail!), she is very resistant. Zaide’s house, where 
her family gathers on Saturday afternoons, is the only place where Leah feels like she truly 
belongs. Sending Zaide away would change everything. 
 
Luckily, Leah remembers a story Zaide once told her about building a golem―a creature 
from Jewish mythology made out of clay―to protect their family from the Nazis in Poland. 
So, of course, Leah decides to make a golem of her own to look after Zaide. The directions 
he gave her were pretty easy to follow, but there is one thing he never told her: what to do 
when a golem turns against its creator. 

 

 

When Stars Are Scattered 
By Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed, Illustrated by Victoria Jamieson and Iman Geddy 
Recommended Age: 4th to 7th grade 
Non-Fiction Graphic Novel 
 
Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a refugee 
camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and without access to 
the medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So when Omar has the 
opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to change their future . . . but it 
would also mean leaving his brother, the only family member he has left, every day. 
 
Heartbreak, hope, and gentle humor exist together in this graphic novel about a childhood 
spent waiting, and a young man who is able to create a sense of family and home in the 
most difficult of settings. It's an intimate, important, unforgettable look at the day-to-day 
life of a refugee, as told to New York Times Bestselling author/artist Victoria Jamieson by 
Omar Mohamed, the Somali man who lived the story. 

 

 

White Bird 
By R. J. Palacio 
Recommended Age: 3rd to 7th grade 
Graphic Novel 
 
In R. J. Palacio's bestselling collection of stories Auggie & Me, which expands on characters 
in Wonder, readers were introduced to Julian's grandmother, Grandmère. Here, Palacio 
makes her graphic novel debut with Grandmère's heartrending story: how she, a young 
Jewish girl, was hidden by a family in a Nazi-occupied French village during World War II; 
how the boy she and her classmates once shunned became her savior and best friend. 
 
Sara's harrowing experience movingly demonstrates the power of kindness to change 
hearts, build bridges, and even save lives. As Grandmère tells Julian, "It always takes 
courage to be kind, but in those days, such kindness could cost you everything." With 
poignant symbolism and gorgeous artwork that brings Sara's story out of the past and 
cements it firmly in this moment in history, White Bird is sure to captivate anyone who was 
moved by the book Wonder or the blockbuster movie adaptation and its message. 

 


